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ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



JUNE AND JULY, 1845. 



SEVENTEENTH ANNIVERSARY. 

Reliance of Peace on God's Promises. — The friends of peace, like 
those of missions, depend for success on the promises of God. He has 
foretold the restoration of the Jews ; and Christians, in reliance on this 
prophecy, are now laboring for their conversion. He has promised the 
universal spread of Christianity ; and his children are at length employing a 
great variety of means to hasten the fulfilment of this promise. He has also 
predicted an era, when " men shall beat their swords into plough-shares, 
and their spears into pruning-hooks; when nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more." There is not in 
all the Bible a promise more explicit or more decisive than this ; it makes 
the ultimate prevalence of peace over the whole earth as certain as the 
world's conversion, or the salvation of the penitent believer in Jesus; and 
the friends of peace in both hemispheres, associated to carry this promise 
into effect, are simply laboring for what God has distinctly assured us 
shall take place. 

Every promise of God, however, involves the necessity of means for its 
fulfilment. If the Jews are to be converted, or the world evangelized, or 
the believer saved, means must be used for the purpose. The bare existence 
of a promise or prophecy is a call and ample encouragement to efforts for 
carrying it into effect ; and hence does God, by his acknowledged promise of 
universal peace, impose on us the duty of using the means requisite for its 
full and speedy accomplishment. This, and this alone, the friends of peace 
are endeavoring to do. Regarding the gospel as the only effectual antidote 
to war, we seek to spread its pacific principles and influences wherever 
Christianity itself prevails, and over the whole earth as fast as the gospel 
goes over the earth. For the abolition of war, we rely of course on the 
gospel, but only on the gospel rightly applied; and hence our efforts are 
expended in securing such an application wherever the gospel is known. 

In the prosecution of this work, we have been endeavoring, for nearly 
thirty years, to reach and sway the public mind on this subject, mainly 
through the ordinary channels of influence. We have wished to make 
existing instrumentalities do as much as possible of this work, and thus 
supersede most of the independent or additional machinery that would 
otherwise be necessary. With this view, we went at the outset to ecclesi- 
astical bodies, and obtained their approbation and countenance. We went 
next to individual ministers of Christ, and persuaded large numbers of them 
to preach on this subject, as a part of the gospel, and to urge its claims 
upon their people. We applied also to the periodical press, and secured its 
important co-operation to a considerable extent. We likewise solicited the 
aid of parents at their firesides, and of teachers, both in Sabbath schools 
and in all our seminaries of learning. We have also brought the claims of 
peace before rulers, and urged them to adopt better means than lead and 
steel for the adjustment of difficulties between nations. We have sought, 
by lectures and public meetings, by tracts, volumes and periodicals, in every 
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■way that our very limited resources would permit, to leaven the community 
with such influences of the gospel on this subject, as shall revolutionize the 
war sentiments of mankind, quench their desire for this work of blood, and 
insure from the mass of the people an effective demand for peace, as the 
settled, permanent policy of the whole civilized world. 

ANNUAL MEETING. 

The American Peace Society held its seventeenth anniversary in Boston, 
on Monday, May 26th, at 7 1-2, P. M., in the Central Church, Winter 
St., which was filled with a large audience. The President, Samuel E. 
Coues, Esq., occupied the chair. The meeting was opened with prayer 
and reading of the Scriptures by the Rev. Baron Stow, of Boston ; and a 
brief abstract of the Annual Report was read by the Corresponding Secre- 
tary, after which, the Hon. William Jay, of New York, delivered an 
address, which was received with obvious marks of satisfaction and pleasure. 
At the close of the discourse, the assembly were dismissed with the apos- 
tolic benediction, and the Society held a meeting for the choice of officers, 
and the transaction of other business. The Treasurer read an abstract of 
his Report, which was accepted. On motion of J. P. Blanchard, it was 

Voted, That the thanks of this Society be given to the Hon. Judge Jay, for his 
interesting address, and that the Executive Committee be directed to request a 
copy for tne press. 

On motion of Amasa Walker, it was 

Resolved, That the American Peace Society cordially invite the friends of peace 
throughout the world to assemble, by their delegates, in the city of Boston, on the 
last Wednesday of May, 1846, or at such time as may be deemed expedient on con- 
sultation with the friends of peace in other countries, to hold a Second General Con- 
vention for the promotion of permanent and universal peace. 

On motion of Rev. Dr. Gannett, 

Resolved, That, whatever be the views of members of this Society upon other 
philanthropic movements, this Society, in its purposes and measures as a body, and 
through its agents, confines itself strictly to the object expressed iu its Constitution, 
viz., the abolition of war. 

The following officers, nominated by a committee appointed for that 
purpose, were chosen for the ensuing year : — 

PRESIDENT. 
SAMUEL E. COUES, Esq., Portsmouth, N. H. 

VICE PRESIDENTS. 

Rcv-.Thomas C.Upham, D.D., Brunswick, Me. William Eotche, Esq., New Bedford, Mass. 

Hon. Levi Cutter, Portland, " Kev. Francis Wayland, D.D. ,Providence,R.I. 

Rev. Andrew P. Peabody, Portsmouth, N. H. Hon. William W. Ellsworth, Hartford, Ct. 

Robert Rantoul, Esq., Beverly, Mass. Hon. William Jay, Bedford, N. Y. 

S. V. S. Wilder, Esq., Bolton, " Hon. Theodore Frelinghuysen, New York. 

Rev. Charles Lowell, D. D,, Boston, Mass. Anson G. Phelps, Esq., " 

John Tappan, Esq., " " Gerrit Smith, Esq., Peterborough, N. Y. 

Samuel Greele, Esq., " " Alvan Stewart, Esq , Ulica, " 

Robert Waterston, Esq., " " Isaac Collins, Esq., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Amasa Walker, Esq., North Brookfield, " Rev. Howard Malcom, D.D., Georgetown, Ky. 

Hon. Simon Greenleaf, Cambridge, ,( Joseph H. Lumpkin, Esq , Lexington, Ga. 

Hon. Samuel Haven, Roxbury, " Rev. C. E. Stowe, D. D., Cincinnati, Ohio. 

DIRECTORS. 

W. H. Y. Hackett, Esq., Portsmouth, N. H. Charles Stoddard, Esq., Boston. 

Rev. William Jenks, D. D., Boston. Moses Grant, Esq., " 

Bradford Sumner, Esq., " Charles Sumner, Esq., " 

Rev. Baron Stow, " Charles Tappan, Esq., " 

Rev. Ezra S. Gannett, D. D., " Hon. Sidney Willard, Cambridge, Mass. 

Rev. Hubbard Winslow, " Rev. Calvin Durfee, South Dedham, " 

Joseph Baker, Esq., " Rev. Rufus P. Stebbins, Leominster, " 

Daniel Safford, Esq., " Rev. Samuel J. May, Lexington, " 

Thomas Thompson, Esq., " Rev. Brown Emerson, U. D., Salem, " 

William W. Stone, Esq., " Lewis Tappan, Esq., New York. 

Ellis Gkay Loring, Esq., " Rev. Frederic W. Holland, Rochester, N.Y. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

S. E. Coues. Joshua P. Blanchard, Amasa Walker, 

Joseph W. Parker, Walter Channjng, Thomas Drown, 

William Crowell, Francis O Watts, Elihu Burritt, 

George C. Beckwith, Lewis G. Prav, George Trask, 

Lewis T. Stoddard, James L. Baker, E W. Jackson, 

Charles Brooks, Benj. D. Peck. 

J. P. BLANCHARD, Treasurer and General Agent. 
GEORGE C. BECKWITH, Corresponding Secretary. 
JAMES L. BAKER, Recording Secretary. 



ANNUAL REPORT. 

General Operations. — We have the past year pursued the even tenor 
of our way. We have published more tracts than usual, issued new editions 
of several stereotyped volumes, and nearly 90,000 copies of our periodical, 
besides a still larger amount of matter brought by our influence before the 
public through the periodical press; a sum total of several millions of tract 
pages. Besides one person in our Depository, and the services of our 
Treasurer as General Agent, and of our Secretary as a lecturer, and super- 
intendent of the Society's correspondence and publications, we have had in 
our employ, besides local agents, two lecturers during the year, and have 
also attempted, beyond our ordinary operations, several measures of much 
promise in the end to our cause, 

1. Action of Ecclesiastical Bodies. — Our Secretary brought the subject of 
peace anew before several of these bodies in New England, and obtained a 
prompt and cordial response. The Rev. E. W. Jackson, of the Methodist 
church, has also been employed to visit some twenty conferences, nearly all 
that there are in the free States, to lay the claims of this cause before them, 
and solicit their associated and individual co-operation. His mission is not yet 
finished ; but from the first, he has met with a cordial reception, and with a 
degree of success quite beyond our most sanguine expectations ; nor can we 
refrain from expressing the belief, that the large and widely influential body 
of Christians with whom he is associated, will ere-long come in solid 
columns to the vigorous and effective support of this great common cause. 
The Rev. Aaron Fostpr likewise brought the subject before the Synod of 
Genesee, N. Y., and readily secured the passage of favorable resolves. 

2. Testimonies of Eminent Men. — Mr. Foster, whose services for the 
Society began a short time before our last anniversary, selected a field 
somewhat new, and very difficult, but which he cultivated with an unex- 
pected degree of success. He first went to the capitol of our republic ; and 
having obtained the name of our most venerable statesman, John Qutncy 
Adams, to lead the van of testimonies in favor of peace, he procured a large 
number, more or less full and strong, from leading men both in state and 
church ; an array of testimonies against war, and in favor of peace, that 
well deserve to be read and pondered by the whole community. We will 
quote from Mr. Foster's report a few extracts, exhibiting the general 
results of his agency. 

" Daring the last spring and summer, I saw and conversed with a large 
majority of the prominent political men of our country, on the subject of 
permanent international peace ; and in the minds of many of them I found 
great maturity of thought and of faith in a plan for settling the differences 
among Christian nations without the sword. Our older statesmen, both at 
the North and the South, have reflected more profoundly on the evils of the 
war-system,, and understand them better than others. They are ripe for 
action in favor of permanent alliances with any other nations who will unite 
with us for securing permanent peace. Many of our younger statesmen are 
equally the friends of peace, and ready for action to secure the object. I 
rarely found any who did not decidedly believe the object of the American 



